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1 Cor 13:1-13 
1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 
am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift 
of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 
I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body 
to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It 
is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they 
will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there 
is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect 
disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought 
like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put 
childish ways behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a 
mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I 
shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 13 And now these three 
remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.  
 
The unconditional Agape Love of God… 

1. CAN ALWAYS BE COUNTED ON 
1 Cor 13:7  [Love] always protects, always trusts… 
 
Matt 7:24-27 
[Jesus said] 24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of 
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not 
fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone 
who hears these words of mine and does not put them into 

practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 
The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."  
 

The unconditional Agape Love of God… 

2. ALWAYS LOOKS FORWARD 
1 Cor 13:7  [Love] … always hopes, always perseveres. 
 
James 1:2-4 
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith 
develops perseverance. 4 Perseverance must finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  
 

The unconditional Agape Love of God… 

3. NEVER GIVES UP 
1 Cor 13:8  Love never fails. 
 
Acts 20:24 
24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I 
may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has 
given me — the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.  

 
CONCLUSION 
1 Cor 13: 
1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 
am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift 
of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 
I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body 
to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 
 

 You can’t be a Spirit-filled Christian and NOT LOVE!! 
 
Matt 7:7 
[Jesus said] 7 "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+13%3A1-13&version=NIV

