
Dear God… 
If you are loving, why do bad things happen? 

Wylie United Methodist Church 
Pastor Jeff Hatcher – May 14, 2017 

 
2 Cor 11:22-28 
22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are 
they Abraham's descendants? So am I. 23 Are they servants of 
Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have 
worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged 
more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 24 Five 
times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three 
times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was 
shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have 
been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in 
danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in 
danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the 
country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 27 I 
have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have 
known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have 
been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily the 
pressure of my concern for all the churches.  
 
Phil 4:11-13 
11 … I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I 
know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. 
I have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in 
want. 13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength.  
 
Bad things happen because… 

1. OUR WORLD IS BROKEN (AND SO ARE WE) 
The result of original sin (Adam & Eve) 

 
John 16:33b 
… In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world."  

Bad things happen because… 

2. WE ARE A WORK IN PROGRESS 
James 1:2-4 
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith 
develops perseverance. 4 Perseverance must finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 
 
Eph 2:10 
For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

 
Bad things happen because… 

3. THIS WORLD IS NOT OUR HOME 
2 Peter 3:13 
But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a 
new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. 
 
1 Cor 2:9 
… "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived 
what God has prepared for those who love him"—  
 

CONCLUSION 
Rom 8:35-39 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 
36 … 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 
any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+11%3A22-28&version=NIV

