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Galatians 1:11-24

11 I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not
something that man made up. 12 I did not receive it from any man,
nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus
Christ. 13 For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism,

how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy

it. 14 I was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age

and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But

when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace,
was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him
among the Gentiles, I did not consult any man, 17 nor did I go up to
Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went
immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus. 18 Then
after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with
Peter and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 I saw none of the other
apostles — only James, the Lord's brother. 20 I assure you before
God that what [ am writing you is no lie. 21 Later I went to Syria
and Cilicia. 22 I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea
that are in Christ. 23 They only heard the report: "The man who
formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to

destroy." 24 And they praised God because of me.

God’s Word teaches us that...
1. GOD ISN’T IMPRESSED BY LUKEWARM

Rev 3:14-16
14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ... 15 [ know

your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. [ wish you were

either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm —

neither hot nor cold — I am about to spit you out of my mouth.

God’s Word teaches us that...
2. GOD IS INTERESTED IN PASSION

Acts 7:59-8:1
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus,

receive my spirit." 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out,
"Lord, do not hold this sin against them."” When he had said
this, he fell asleep. 8:1 And Saul was there, giving approval to
his death.

Acts g:1-3
1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats

against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and

asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if
he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or

women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.

God’s Word teaches us that...
3. PASSION MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY
TRANSFORMATION

Phil 3:4-8
4 ... If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the

flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people

of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in

regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the
church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. 7 But whatever

was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8

What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I
may gain Christ.
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