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Luke 18:9-14 
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 
looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10 "Two 
men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 
'God, I thank you that I am not like other men — robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers — or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week 
and give a tenth of all I get.' 13 "But the tax collector stood at a 
distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast 
and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 14 "I tell you that this 
man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted."  

 
1. THE ENEMY OF THANKFULNESS IS SELF-

CENTEREDNESS 
Luke 18:11-12 
11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I 
thank you that I am not like other men — robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers — or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week 
and give a tenth of all I get.' 
 
Luke 9:23 
Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  
 
2 Cor 4:5 
For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  
 
 
 

2. THANKFULNESS FLOWS FROM HUMILITY 
Luke 18:13 
"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy 
on me, a sinner.' 

 
3. WE LEARN HUMILITY FROM CHRIST 

John 13:14-15 
14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an 
example that you should do as I have done for you.  
 
Phil 2:3-7 
3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you 
should look not only to your own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself 
nothing… 

 
4. HUMILITY RESULTS IN GOD’S BLESSING 

James 4:6 
"God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." 
 
Luke 18:14 
[The tax collector] "… went home justified before God. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted." 
 
Phil 2:8-9 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to death — even death on a cross! 9 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him 
the name that is above every name… 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+18%3A9-14&version=NIV

