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1 Cor 12:12-27 
12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all 
its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we 
were all baptized by one Spirit into one body — whether Jews or Greeks, 
slave or free — and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Now the 
body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot should say, 
"Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for 
that reason cease to be part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, 
"Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for 
that reason cease to be part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, 
where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, 
where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has arranged the 
parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If 
they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are 
many parts, but one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need 
you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22 On the 
contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special 
honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special 
modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But 
God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor 
to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the 
body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one 
part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part 
rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is 
a part of it.  
 

1. EVERY CHRISTIAN IS PART OF ONE BODY 
12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though 
all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For 
we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body — whether Jews or 
Greeks, slave or free — and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
 

Eph 4:4-6 
4 There is one body and one Spirit— just as you were called to one 
hope when you were called— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one 
God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  

John 17:20-22  (Jesus prayed for unity in the body) 
20 "My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be in us 
so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  
 

2. EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS A PURPOSE 
17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing 
be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 
 

3. EVERY PURPOSE IS ESSENTIAL 
 

4. MISSING OR WOUNDED PARTS AFFECT THE 
FUNCTION OF THE BODY 
20 … there are many parts, but one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the 
hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't 
need you!" 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, 

 

5. A UNIFIED BODY PRODUCES GOD’S 
BLESSING 
25 … there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should 
have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part 
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
 

Ps 133:1,3 
1 How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! 3 … 
For there the Lord commanded his blessing… 
 

Acts 2:41-47  (First Church) 
41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day. 42 They devoted 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and 
many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All 
the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling 
their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And 
the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  
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