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1 Cor 13:1-8a 
1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 
am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift 
of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 
I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body 
to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It 
is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 8 Love never fails… 
 

1. GOD IS THE SOURCE OF SACRIFICIAL LOVE. 
1 John 4:7-12 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God 
is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 
him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear 
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another.  

 

2. SACRIFICIAL LOVE IS ACTIVE AND 
INTENTIONAL. 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never 
fails… 

John 3:16 
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.  
 
John 15:12-13 
12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends.  
 
Rom 5:6-8 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, 
Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly 
dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

 

3. SACRIFICIAL LOVE IS A CHOICE. 
Jesus’ love for you, was His motivation to go to the cross. 
 
Heb 12:2 
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross… 
 
And if love is a choice, then we have the capability to choose to 
love even when we don’t “feel” in love anymore. 

 

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERS US TO LOVE 
SACRIFICIALLY. 
Rom 5:5 
And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out 
his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given 
us. 
 
Gal 5:22-23 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control… 


